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What’s in a name?
A lot, apparently
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The signs on Fifth Avenue and Fourth Street S (left) and the University Student Center (right) are two of the campus’ most
recognizable. An inventory of the campus’ signage “to determine what needs to be updated,” is underway, according to Carrie
O’Brion, the marketing and communications director at USF St. Petersburg.
By Nancy McCann
CONTRIBUTOR

It’s the law: The two
smaller campuses of USF
“shall be known as the
‘University of South Florida
St. Petersburg’ and the
‘University of South Florida
Sarasota-Manatee.’ ”
That’s what Chapter 1004
of the 2019 Florida Statutes
says.
However, those are not the
names just adopted by USF’s
administration.
On Aug. 31, two months
after consolidation of the
three USF campuses became
official, the St. Petersburg
campus was informed that
its name is now “USF St.
Petersburg campus” – with a
lowercase “c.”
USF Provost Ralph
Wilcox told members of a
Board of Trustees committee
on Aug. 25 that naming the
campuses exactly as the law
specifies is a sensitive issue.
He said the statutory
wording “creates a little
disconnect” with the regional
accrediting agency — the
Southern Association of

Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges
(SACSCOC) — because
the three campuses cannot
be “viewed as separate
institutions” under single
accreditation.
“All members of the
University of South Florida
community, whether student,
faculty, staff, should (say)
in their signature blocks
and everywhere else that
we represent one university
(and) refer to our campuses
as ‘campuses,’ ” Wilcox said.
“We should never forget or
neglect to include … USF
Tampa campus; USF St.
Petersburg campus; USF
Sarasota-Manatee campus.”
What seems like a tiny
adjustment could be a
priority for SACSCOC,
administrators said. They
even displayed a slide that
suggested that if USF’s status
as “a new, consolidated
institution” is jeopardized,
the accrediting agency might
have to “recommend that
the branch campuses seek
separate accreditation.”
In response to questions
from The Crow’s Nest, Belle

Wheelan, the president
of SACSCOC, said that
the names specified in the
law could be a problem
for the newly consolidated
university.
“It is not as clear that it
is USF that is accredited if
the word CAMPUS is not
included,” Wheelan wrote in
an email.
But what do the Pinellas
County legislators who
championed that 2019 law
think?
Neither Rep. Chris
Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor,
nor Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-St.
Petersburg, responded to
requests for comments from
The Crow’s Nest.
In the past, however, they
have been peeved by the
administration’s attempts to
diminish the status of the two
smaller campuses.
USF spokesperson
Adam Freeman said the
administration is “very
cognizant” that state law
and “local public sentiment”
favor preserving the names
USF St. Petersburg and USF
Sarasota-Manatee.
The administration has

not raised the issue with
legislators, Freeman said,
but will do so “should that
become necessary” after a
determination by SACSCOC.
“Until notified otherwise,”
Freeman said, the
administration believes the
names USF Tampa campus,
USF St. Petersburg campus
and USF Sarasota-Manatee
campus satisfy “both state
law and SACSCOC’s
accreditation requirements.”
Meanwhile, the
administration is pressing
ahead with the name changes.
In an email to faculty and
staff, Carrie O’Brion, St.
Petersburg’s marketing and
communications director,
said that USF leadership has
directed the adoption of “the
word ‘campus’ as a part of
our name and logo.”
“Please use the word
‘campus’ with a lowercase
‘c’ when referring to our
geographic location. For
example, ‘I am a professor on
USF’s St. Petersburg campus’
or ‘The event will be held by
the waterfront on the USF St.
Petersburg campus,”
O’Brion said.

She also gave instructions
for changing email signature
blocks, and provided a new
logo to use for letterhead,
fliers and PowerPoint
presentations.
O’Brion told The Crow’s
Nest that an inventory of
campus signage is underway
(such as the prominent ones
at the intersection of Fifth
Avenue and Fourth Street S
and on the University Student
Center) “to determine what
needs to be updated,” and
then a cost estimate to change
the signs will be prepared.
Newcomers to the
university might wonder why
the precise name of the St.
Petersburg campus seems so
important.
Those familiar with the
arduous two-year process
of turning three separately
accredited institutions into
a singly accredited USF
— which took effect July
1 — know that anything
associated with preserving
the identity of USF St.
Petersburg is a delicate topic.
>> SEE CAMPUS on P3
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Random COVID-19 testing begins
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

W
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Boxes for COVID-19 tests on the side of the
Student Life Center. In an email last week, the
university announced that students who return to
campus are subject to random COVID-19 testing.

ith the fall
semester in full
swing, random
COVID-19 testing has begun.
On Aug. 31, the university
sent an email to all students
detailing the plan to begin
random testing.
Two weeks after classes
began, USF St. Petersburg
reported no new cases.
Tampa reported 17 new
student cases and three USF
Health employee cases, while
Sarasota-Manatee reported
no new cases since Sept. 1.
Florida recorded 16, 740
cases during the same time
period.

“We have no campus
residential students in
quarantine,” Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
wrote in his weekly update.
Upon returning to campus,
students agreed to enter a pool
for random testing.
Tests are free for the
selected students and, if
picked, students will receive
an email with instructions on
how to proceed. Those with
positive test results will be
required to self-isolate until
medically cleared.
If you are selected, you
can refuse to be tested. If you
decline, you may be asked
to self-isolate and remain off
campus for two weeks as well

as be subject to disciplinary
action.
In addition to random
testing, USF is requiring a
daily symptom check to return
to campus and is conducting
environmental sampling of
high-touch surfaces.
USF St. Petersburg Dean
of Students Jake Diaz sent
out an email Friday thanking
students for their continued
efforts.
“You have been adaptable
and conscientious about cocreating a community that is
safe for all,” Diaz said.
Visit the USF COVID-19
website for further updates on
campus safety protocols.

Proud USFSP alumna and
campus board member aims to serve
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

L

ast December,
USF St. Petersburg
alumna Melissa
Seixas was appointed to a
four-year term on the St.
Petersburg Campus Board.
Among other credentials,
Seixas holds a master’s
degree in history from USF
St. Petersburg and is the vice
president of government and
community relations for Duke
Energy Florida.
Her position in the Tampa
Bay community has earned
praise from President Steve
Currall.
Currall deemed Seixas “an
impressive advocate for the
continued prosperity of our
region.”
Seixas describes her
first year on the board as
interesting and educational.
“Since the BOT (Board of
Trustees) approved my role
in late 2019, I’ve only had
one opportunity to participate
in person,” Seixas said in
an email to The Crow’s
Nest. “Like every other
organization or leadership
group, our meetings have
been held virtually. For me,
the educational part centers on
learning all the moving parts
that create a vibrant and top-

tier university system.”
During her term,
Seixas aims to serve the
campus community by
listening, engaging and
participating in challenging
discussions, and lending her
voice in celebration of its
accomplishments.
Seixas also served as
chair of the governance
sub-committee for the USF
Consolidation Task Force in
2018.
“As chair of the
governance sub-committee,
our team’s focus on
transparency, accountability
and empowered leadership
applied to every aspect of
becoming one university,”
Seixas said. “I took the
role very seriously and
see my position on the
campus advisory board
as an extension of those
commitments forged during
consolidation.”
Seixas is hopeful for
expanded programs and
advanced degree opportunities
for USF St. Petersburg
students as a result of
consolidation. She believes
the campus will continue to
thrive but warns that outside
forces like COVID-19 will
add a degree of difficulty.
Seixas completed her
graduate studies at USF St.

Petersburg in 1996. Today,
she is proud to see that the
campus has evolved into a
mature, educational setting.
“Our campus has always
been special by virtue of its
geographic location, but with
the addition of the student
center, the new library and
housing, it truly provides a
college experience whether
a student lives on campus or
commutes,” Seixas said.
Still, she laments the
retirements of campus leaders
that played integral roles in its
development over the years.
“Two recent major
changes for me are the
retirements of Professor
Ray Arsenault (my graduate
advisor) and Dr. Helen
Levine,” she said. “Their
presence will be felt for a very
long time on our campus.”
She encourages current
and prospective students to
make Tampa Bay and USF
St. Petersburg their home
by expressing interest in
the campus and sharing
their talents with the local
community.
Student leaders have
the opportunity to speak
with Seixas during the
Chancellor’s Leadership
Council Community Leader
Speaker Series on Monday,
Sept. 14.

COURTESY OF MELISSA SEIXAS

Accomplished Tampa Bay resident Melissa
Seixas looks forward to learning more about
higher education while serving on the USF
St. Petersburg Campus Board.
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You’ve got mail:
USF email quarantine
proves ineffective
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

D

espite USF
migrating its
internet platform
from Gmail to Microsoft
Office 365 in March for
consolidation, phishing
emails continue to fill student
inboxes.
“Phishing is a type
of cybercrime in which
individuals send fraudulent
messages to individuals in
the hope of tricking them out
of personal information such
as passwords, credit card
numbers and Social Security
numbers,” according to the
Information Technology
website.
Phishers impersonate
employers, financial aid
officials, professors or faculty
members. In the emails, a
prospective employer offers
an employment or internship
opportunity that seems too
good to be true, or a financial
aid official claims a grant is
available to the student or
that a financial agreement
needs to be updated.
They are creative and will
go to great lengths to make
emails appear legitimate.
“My email address has
been manipulated to try to
scam faculty into purchasing
gift cards,” said Magali
Michael, Campus Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences.
“Someone took my email
address and added a gmail
extension... so it looked like
I was sending the email.
It went out to the whole
College of Arts & Sciences
faculty and staff, (which)
happened at least twice.
“A few people
immediately inquired to see
if this was really from me
and so I then sent out an
email to all faculty/staff to
disregard the spam email.
This happened both before
and after the change in email
addresses in March.”
On August 17, USF sent
out an email to faculty and
staff informing them that
they would be migrated to a
new security and anti-spam
platform called Exchange
Online Protection (EOP).
“We will retire the
currently used Barracuda

Email Security program,”
the email said. “EOP is
Microsoft’s integrated
solution which will allow
for better security, end
user functionality and a
more integrated, seamless
experience.”
These security platforms
are designed for “email
filtering - protecting USF
from spam, phishing and
other malicious emails,”
according to the EOP
announcement. Spam or
phishing emails are held in
a quarantine box and the
receiver is notified that they
have emails in their ‘prison’
to review for release.
“The ones where emails
get hacked are harder,” said
Mary Nickens, Executive
Assistant to the Dean of the
College of Arts & Sciences.
“I got one from the Dean
of the College of Arts &
Sciences in Tampa a few
weeks ago, asking me to do
something… It took me a few
readings and back and forth
with the ‘hacker’ to realize it
was a hoax.”
The most recent phishing
email, with a subject
line that read “Financial
Responsibility Agreement,”
was sent on Aug. 29, inviting
students to log in to MyUSF,
with an embed link that led to
a false MyUSF login page.
“According to our records,
you or a USF administrator
on your behalf processed
at least one registration
translation within the last
week,” the email said. “As
a result of this transaction
you are receiving an email
reminder of the terms and
conditions of The University
of South Florida Financial
Responsibility Agreement.
“You can reconfirm if you
have any questions about
this. To do so, kindly log on
MyUSF.”
Students who logged in
through the embedded link
gave the phisher access to
their OASIS account, which
includes bank account
numbers, home address,
phone numbers and other
personal information.
In USF communities
on Reddit and Facebook,
students shared experiences
with scam or phishing emails.

THE C ROW ’S NE ST
CAMPUS, continued from P1
In the rush to
consolidation, planning
documents prepared by the
administration of then-USF
President Judy Genshaft
were Tampa-centric, with a
vision for USF St. Petersburg
and Sarasota-Manatee that
would have diminished the
campuses to less prestigious
instructional sites controlled
from Tampa.
Following opposition from
the St. Petersburg community,
the Florida Legislature in
the spring of 2019 amended
state law dealing with USF
consolidation to ensure that
the two smaller campuses
would become full branch
campuses under the definition
of the regional accrediting
agency.
This means the two smaller
campuses should have their
own budgetary and hiring
authority and their own
faculty and administrative
organization.
The Legislature also
preserved the names of the
institutions that had grown
in the USF system with their

separate accreditations.
When asked what he thinks
about the modified names
of the campuses, Martin
Tadlock, St. Petersburg’s
regional chancellor, said his
focus is on the students.
“We are still USF St.
Petersburg and ‘campus’
specifies a location,” said
Tadlock. “We still have
our priority on students and
student success.
“This (lowercase
campus) refers to all three
campuses and aligns with the
accreditor’s expectations.”
Although the Executive
Council of SACSCOC’s
Board of Trustees approved
the consolidation plan on June
12, the process will continue
through next year.
The university must
provide a study to
SACSCOC by Dec. 14 that
demonstrates USF is meeting
the accrediting agency’s
principles for the newly
consolidated university.
This “self-study”
will cover areas like
financial resources, faculty

assignments, student support,
physical facilities and
admission policies, according
to Theresa Chisolm, USF’s
vice provost for strategic
planning, performance and
accountability.
Then a SACSCOC team
will visit the three campuses
Jan. 25-28. The site-visit team
will submit a report to the
SACSCOC Board of Trustees,
Chisolm said, and the
university will be given five
months to answer questions
and respond to concerns.
The accrediting agency’s
final decision on USF’s
consolidation will be made in
June or December next year
“depending on the timing,”
she said.
History shows that Tampa
administrators and accreditors
weren’t always so finicky
about campus names.
When the Legislature
made the tiny satellite campus
on Bayboro Harbor the first
branch campus in the state
university system in 1969, it
was named the University of
South Florida-St. Petersburg.

Why is USF modifying the names of its three campuses? Because the newly
consolidated university must demonstrate that it is meeting all the requirements of the regional accrediting agency. If it doesn’t meet those requirements, according to this slide shown to USF trustees, the accreditors might
recommend that the two branch campuses “seek separate accreditation.”
“I just want to share a
warning to everyone, I got
a weird email today about
my tuition and it looked like
it was from the financial
aid office but it was a scam
and my email got disabled,”
wrote Isabella Straub on Feb.
29, in the USF St. Petersburg
Facebook group.
Information Technology
recommends students
or faculty that receive a
phishing scam not open any
links or attachments and
forward it to spam@usf.edu
for investigation.

COURTESY OF CATHERINE HICKS

Students recieve notifications in their email inbox indicating that they have
messages in quarantine.

Updates to housing
ethernet policy
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

U

SF St.
Petersburg
housing
services has responded
with clarification about
student ethernet fees since
the printing of the Aug. 31
issue of The Crow’s Nest.
Susan Kimbrough,
director of Housing and
Residential Education
(HRE), said that students
are not being charged
additional fees for the
activation of ethernet ports.
She said students should
contact the HRE office to

make this request.
The Campus
Computing website
has since been revised
and updated with this
information; it no longer
states that ethernet port
activation “may require” a
monthly fee.
On-campus students
can submit a request for
ethernet connectivity by
contacting HRE at 727873-5101, usfsp-housing@
usf.edu.
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Get some sun,
drink some coffee,
study for once
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

C

offee shops become
classrooms when
courses move
online. Caffeinated study
session, anyone?
When attending Zoom
classes in your bedroom gets
boring, pack up your laptop,
charger and face mask and
head to your local coffee shop
for a change of scene.
Zoom boredom plagues us
all, so students are on a search
for COVID-19 safe study
spots in The ‘Burg. All listed
locations have confirmed
that they are following CDC
guidelines and enforcing
social distancing and mask
wearing.
Pom Pom’s Teahouse
and Sandwicheria, at 2950
Central Ave., is the perfect
place to enjoy a sandwich,
tea or perhaps a sweet treat
while you work. It even has
a private study room you can
reserve if you need peace and
quiet.
Pom Pom’s is open Sunday
through Thursday from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Fridays and

Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. Face masks and adequate
social distancing is required
for all employees and guests.
Black Crow Coffee Co.’s
Grand Central location is
open every day of the week
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. to enjoy
fresh coffee and
outdoor seating.
USF student and Black
Crow Coffee Co. employee
Hayley Manis recommends
the shop’s new drink,
appropriately named “The
Black Crow,” a latte-frappe
hybrid. Mannis also says the
cinnamon rolls are a “musttry” for students craving a
treat while studying.
You can find Black Crow
Coffee Co. and its cinnamon
rolls at 2157 First Ave. S.
Masks are required inside the
restaurant and outdoor seating
is first-come, first-served.
For students skeptical
of a coffee shop’s ability
to enforce COVID-19
guidelines, North Shore Park
is a great alternative to get
some fresh air while socially
distancing.
Located in the Old

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

The courtyard on the side of Black Crow Coffee Co. is a great place to study
outside. The coffee shop now offers expanded outside seating with tables
and umbrellas.
Northeast District at 901 N
Shore Drive NE, North Shore
Park offers a waterfront view
and plenty of community
picnic tables.
On your way to the park,
stop by Bandit Coffee Co. for
coffee or tea off its grab-andgo menu. Bandit’s dining
room has been closed to
guests since March and will
continue to be grab-and-go for
the remainder of 2020.
Bandit is located at 2662
Central Ave. You can place an
order online, on the phone or
at its walk-up window seven
days a week from 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m.

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

Pom Pom’s Teahouse and Sandwicheria offers a
private study room that can be rented out.

Davis Hall renovation completion in sight
By Patrick Tobin
tobinp1@usf.edu

A

fter facing delays
because of the
COVID-19
pandemic, the second-floor
renovations of Davis Hall will
be completed in time for the
spring 2021 semester.
“Construction will be
finished by the middle of
December,” said Ed Lewis,
the assistant director for
planning and construction,
who is overseeing the project
for the university.
Faculty and staff will
be able to move into offices
starting in mid-December and
classrooms will be available
should in-person classes be
held in spring.
The $5 million project was
initially set to be completed
by July 2020. However, in
an email to staff on April
10, Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock announced
the completion date would
be pushed back because of
“issues related to the Florida
Stay at Home mandate.”
Tadlock said construction was
forced to “temporarily pause.”
Lewis said it was less
of a pause and more of a
delay, caused by the USF
administration’s attention
shifting towards planning for
COVID-19.
“It was a bit of

pandemonium, I think, for
everybody at the time,” said
Lewis. “So, we didn’t get,
necessarily, the availability
of the administration side
that we would’ve normally
have had… And I agree with
that. The health of everybody
becomes more important than
the project.”
In spite of complications,
Lewis said the university
and the Beck Group – the
architecture and construction
contractor for the project
– managed to continue on
schedule throughout the
pandemic.
Both groups have
procedures in place to stop
the spread of COVID-19.
Sanitizing stations are
placed throughout the site
and workers are required to
wear masks and submit daily
symptom questionnaires,
much like those that students
and faculty have to submit
to get on campus. The
Beck Group has an onsite employee in charge
of checking in workers,
submitting questionnaires and
ensuring that all COVID-19
procedures are being
followed.
According to Lewis, the
absence of students, staff and
faculty on campus for most
of the spring and summer
semesters has actually helped
some aspects of the project.

“Particularly when we
started on the demolition,
which is noisy and heavy…
instead of having a whole
group of staff and faculty
on the first floor, there was
nobody there. So, it allowed
us to take away some of those
restrictions, so we sped up if
you like,” said Lewis.
Though the second floor
of Davis Hall is still an active
construction site, evidence
of a more modern College of
Arts and Sciences is already
apparent. Faculty offices will
promote collaboration and
student areas will be more
modern and incorporate better
areas for relaxing and hanging
out in between classes.
For now, the second floor
of Davis Hall is still full of
plaster dust and hanging
wires. But, over the next few
weeks, flooring will go in as
well as lighting fixtures and
ceiling tiles.
“Construction evolves – it
goes in cycles,” Lewis said.
“Everybody gets excited
at the beginning and then
nothing happens for a little
while, it seems to be, because
you’re doing all the stuff
above ceilings and stuff like
that – all just stuff that people
don’t necessarily see. And
then you get towards the end
and you start putting all the
more aesthetic parts on it,
then it starts to evolve again.”

PATRICK TOBIN | THE CROW’S NEST

Looking east towards Albert Whitted Airport, this
area, formerly a hallway and offices, will serve as
what Ed Lewis calls a promenade.
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Alumni share concerns and
optimism over consolidation
By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

U
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Charlie Justice, a representative on the Pinellas
County Board of County Commissioners, worked
to facilitate funding for the Science and
Technology Building following his time
at USF St. Petersburg.

SF St. Petersburg
alumni remember
a campus different
from the one we know today,
before residence halls or
consolidation. But the spirit of
St. Petersburg remains strong
in them.
“Through all the changes,
USF St. Pete has maintained
the integrity of being a small
campus,” said Charlie Justice,
a USF St. Petersburg alumni
who graduated with a B.A. in
geography in 1993.
After graduating,
Justice served in the
Florida Legislature and
was then elected to the
county commission where
he currently serves. He
has worked to facilitate
funding for the Science
and Technology building,
the development of the
University Student Center and
participated in the naming of
Heller Hall.
“That is remarkable
considering the growth of
campus, the changes in staff,
the growth of downtown,”
Justice said. “Years ago,
the campus used a slogan
of something like ‘USF St.
Pete, the world will know
your degree, your professor
will know your name’ (and) I
know that remains pretty true
even today.”
Other alumni shared the
sentiment, valuing the tightknit community that the St.
Petersburg campus provides.
“USFSP has so many
wonderful options
including the beautiful
waterfront views, clubs and
organizations, kind professors
and resources available to
help students succeed,”
said Brittany Bandy, an
environmental science and
policy major that graduated
in 2012, before returning for
a master’s degree in middle
school stem education which
she completed in 2019.
Bandy began teaching
middle school science after

receiving her degree and in
2019 was recognized as her
school’s teacher of the year.
“As a student at USFSP, I
really gained valuable lessons
from my professors and many
of them I am still in contact
with today,” Bandy said.
“I am so grateful for their
compassion, knowledge and
kindness.”
“What drew me to
USFSP was its small
college vibe,” said Chelsea
Creaturo, an interdisciplinary
social sciences major
with concentrations in
anthropology and psychology
who graduated in 2013. “The
kind of place where you get
to know all your professors
really well, enjoy small
class sizes, yet there’s all
these resources and research
opportunities that a large
university has to offer.”
Creaturo has worked for
Eckerd College for nearly five
years as a research analyst and
founded the First-Generation
Students Club.
“One of the biggest lessons
I learned at USFSP is the
power of an interdisciplinary
approach and collaboration
when it comes to problem
solving and innovation,”
Creaturo said. “I take that
approach in the work I do
every day.”
Unified in their view
that USF St. Petersburg is
unique and special, alum still
express concern over what
consolidation will mean for
their beloved campus.
“The most significant
concern is that really big
decisions that impact funding,
capital construction, class
offerings will be made in
Tampa,” Justice said. “There
will be a natural tendency for
Tampa campus leadership to
make Tampa a priority.
“Losing that authority
means losing that decision
making ability, that ability to
truly control your own destiny
as a separate institution. There
are current commitments
and have been some benefits
to St. Pete but there are no

guarantees for the future.”
Bandy’s aunt, who
attended both USF Tampa
and St. Petersburg in the early
2000s “always said … how
different the campuses felt
and I definitely agree,” Bandy
said.
“I’m not sure how
consolidation will affect
students but I’m wondering
if funding and approval
of projects/clubs might be
impacted.”
Bandy also shared
the positives she’s seen,
including the addition of
more majors in the science
and education field, more
scholarships and financial aid
opportunities, expanded clubs
and organizations and new
residence halls.
Some alumni chose to
remain optimistic about the
future that consolidation
spells for the St. Petersburg
campus.
“I began at USFSP in
the Fall of 2009, so the
independent accreditation was
still really fresh,” Creaturo
said. “I remember hearing the
staff saying ‘This is USFSP’
during orientation and
everyone being really proud
of that St. Pete distinction.
“I understand it’ll be a
huge adjustment for faculty,
staff and students to work
and learn within this new
structure. I also recognize that
with the unknowns, especially
in terms of budget allocations
and funding, can come with
many fears. It’s certainly a
tough spot for students.
“I think in this moment of
great change for the campus,
it’s important to remember
everything that makes USFSP
so unique: our ability to
quickly adapt to changes, our
strengths in interdisciplinary
collaboration and our desire to
be continually innovative in
our community.
These are qualities
which will keep USFSP
distinguishable from other
campuses for years to come.
Independent accreditation or
not, we’re still USF St. Pete.”
COURTESY OF BRITTANY BANDY

COURTESY OF CHELSEA CREATURO

Chelsea Creaturo, a research analyst at Eckerd
College, remains optimistic through
consolidation’s perils.

Brittany Bandy is a
middle school science
teacher in Pinellas
County; in 2019, she
won teacher of the
year at her campus.
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By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

M

any young voters
– including
myself – were
hoping for a different
outcome in the Democratic
primary.
The results of each
primary contest proved the
future of America does not
side with Joe Biden’s politics.
No surprise.
Biden does not share the
same ideals as our generation
– the most progressive and
ambitious one yet.
Biden does not support
Medicare for All, which
would guarantee healthcare
as a human right – even in a
pandemic.
Biden does not believe
in a Green New Deal, a
necessary step in combating
the enormous threat of
climate change.
Biden does not
support student loan debt
cancellation, a policy that
would lift the crushing
economic weight endured by
many college graduates.
Occasionally abhorrent
and insensitive rhetoric, as
well as a questionable voting
record, only adds to the
negative elements that plague
Biden’s candidacy.
I could go on, but you get
it – Joseph Robinette Biden
Jr. is not the ideal candidate
for a moment that demands
bold action.
But when you have a
less than ideal candidate
challenging a president who
is a fundamental threat to the
foundation of this country,
you choose the less than ideal
candidate.
A “lesser of two evils”
situation always presents an
option which is less evil.
President Donald Trump’s
dishonesty is unmatched.
The Washington Post has
accounted for more than
20,000 lies or misleading
claims from Trump.
Trump consistently
touts Veteran’s Choice
as one of his primary
accomplishments, claiming
previous administrations
failed to pass it.
This is a lie. President
Barack Obama passed
Veteran’s Choice, while
Trump expanded eligibility.
After incessantly claiming
he would “drain the swamp”
on the campaign trail,
Trump has only filled the
“swamp” with Goldman
Sachs executives and wealthy
campaign contributors.
In July, Trump claimed he
would be “signing a health
care plan within two weeks, a
full and complete health care
plan.” It is September. There
is no healthcare plan.
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Settle for...
Before the COVID-19
pandemic, Trump attempted
to dismantle the Affordable
Care Act with no replacement
plan, which would have
forced thousands of
Americans off of their health
insurance.
We must not forget his
countless nods to the farright, including his 2017
“good people on both sides”
comment regarding the
violence in Charlottesville,
Virginia and calling for the
banning of Muslim entry into
the United States.
For months, he
downplayed the severity
of the virus that has now
claimed over 185,000
American lives.
Trump has misled the
country, claiming our
alarming COVID-19 numbers
are only due to the number
of tests, failing to mention
that we lead the world in
COVID-19 deaths and are
11th in deaths per capita.
Trump has also set a new
standard in the Republican
Party for attacking
democracy, challenging
the efficacy of mail-in
voting with no empirical
evidence, half-joking about
serving more than two
terms, preemptively casting
doubt on the November
election results and recently
encouraging supporters to
vote twice.
This is not normal.
Biden would not commit
or allow such atrocities.
If you are unenthusiastic
about Biden’s moderate
approach to significant
problems, think about the
past four years.
There has not been a
conversation about expanding
healthcare, as Trump and
the Republicans won’t even
allow such conversations to
begin.
Trump has reversed many
environmental protections
and does not believe it is a
fundamental threat to our
existence.
Trump tolerates Mitch
McConnell continuously
blocking progressive
legislation from even
reaching the Senate floor.
How will we accomplish
many of the goals our
generation hopes for
without even initiating the
conversation?
A Biden presidency with
a majority Democratic House
and Senate would allow for
the exploration of progressive
ideals. A Trump presidency
only allows for these ideals to
remain ideals.
Register to vote if you
have not already. Devise a
plan.
Get out and vote for Joe
Biden.

By Catherine Hicks
chicks@usf.edu

T

his year is the first
presidential election
I’m eligible to
participate in and I’m going
to be voting for President
Donald Trump – with
hesitance.
In 2016, I didn’t really
like either of the candidates.
Though I couldn’t vote,
I often said voters were
choosing the lesser of two
evils – and the same holds
true in 2020. In my voting
infancy, I’m beginning to
wonder if this is how most
elections are.
This election, I am in a
different position because I
am able to cast a vote.
I’m a registered
Republican due to the
closed primary system in
Florida, which doesn’t allow
independents to participate
in partisan primary elections.
I don’t feel that either
party, Democrat or
Republican, embodies
the ideals I hold – a
commonality among voters.
I’m mostly conservative,
meaning I advocate for less
government involvement
in personal affairs and
lower taxes. I believe the
government is prone to
corruption, and people will
have more personal liberty if
the government stays out of
their lives.
I believe people should
care for communities and
people in less fortunate
circumstances. If we
remove the government’s
responsibility (and
corruption) in such
charitable actions,
more people would be
incentivized into helping
others.
Like other young
conservatives, I vocally
criticize Republicans in
their refusal to address
environmental issues such
as climate change. I support
separation of church and
state, and I believe that the
healthcare system needs
reform.
I’m not always the
biggest fan of Trump’s
decisions in the name of the
Republican Party, or of his
temperament. He’s made me
cringe at times; mocking a
disabled reporter, dismissing
climate change as a hoax
and I wish he didn’t have a
Twitter.
There are many things he
does I do approve of, such
as not accepting his salary
and donating it quarterly
to various charities,
ordering the operation
that killed ISIS leader
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,
appointing conservative

and constitutionalist judges
to courts of all levels and
signing the First Step Act
into law, which provided
prison and criminal justice
reform.
At the beginning of
the Democratic primaries,
I knew should Biden be
nominated, I would have
little choice but to vote for
Trump, whom few had dared
challenge for the Republican
nomination.
Politicians are commonly
inauthentic, demonstrated
election cycle after election
cycle by the promises
made and not kept. Career
politicians are the worst of
all. They’ve learned how to
excuse their lack of follow
through and convince voters
to continue electing them to
cushy positions with high
salaries funded by American
tax dollars.
Biden is the epitome
of a career politician.
Throughout his career,
Biden has continuously
made promises he couldn’t
keep and historically has
gone against the very things
he claims to support.
Biden proposed and
advocated for the criminal
justice reform act in
1994, which reshaped the
criminal justice system
and is partially responsible
for the mass incarceration
that ravaged low income
communities.
He eulogized Strom
Thurmond, one of the most
well known segregationists,
leading the longest filibuster
in history on the Civil Rights
Act of 1957, as a ‘close
friend’.
In a video chat on May
22 with Charlamagne Tha
God, Biden said “If you
have a problem figuring
out whether you’re for me
or Trump, then you ain’t
black.”
Biden advised President
Obama not to order the
mission that ultimately
killed Osama Bin-Laden.
He supported the war on
drugs, criticizing George
H.W. Bush’s plan to increase
efforts in the war on drugs
for not being “tough enough,
bold enough or imaginative
enough to meet the crisis at
hand,” in 1989.
I wish Rep. Justin
Amash, a congressman
who switched from the
Republican Party to the
Libertarian Party in July
of 2019, would have
maintained his candidacy
in the 2020 presidential
election.
Whether you’re voting
for Biden, Trump or another
candidate, make sure you’re
at the polls on Nov. 3.
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Invert your expectations
for ‘Tenet’
By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

C

hristopher Nolan
has found the
ultimate moneymaking loophole: make a
movie so confusing that
audiences have to watch it
more than once.
Tenet is enjoyable – if
you’re into just nodding along
to explanations you still don’t
understand.
The film released on
Sept. 3 after being delayed
three times. Originally, it
was scheduled for July 17,
then pushed to July 31 and
then Aug. 12, before studios
settled on Sept. 3. Tenet’s
international box office gross
was $53 million on opening
weekend.
Written and directed
by Nolan, Tenet stars
John David Washington
(BlacKkKlansman), Robert
Pattinson (Twilight, The
Lighthouse), Elizabeth
Debicki (The Man from
U.N.C.L.E) and Kenneth
Branagh (Dunkirk, Murder on
the Orient Express), and runs
for an incredibly confusing
150 minutes.
The movie follows
Washington’s unnamed
protagonist, a CIA agent
who finds himself caught in
the civilization-ending plan
of a Russian arms dealer,
played by Branagh. The plan
involves the creation of what
the film calls “inverted”
technology, which is
explained as an object from
the future being sent back

to the past. This means that
instead of time travel, objects
act in the reverse of how
they’re meant to. Throughout
the film, this technology
develops into being able to
transport human beings.
As I’m sure is explained
in some hard-to-hear dialogue
exposited by Pattinson’s
character, inversion combined
with some sort of algorithm
can be used to end the human
race, so a majority of the
film follows Washington’s
protagonist as he tracks down
parts of this algorithm.
Like most of Nolan’s
work, the highlights were in
the production of the film.
Cinematographer Hoyte van
Hoytema, who previously
worked with Nolan on
Interstellar and Dunkirk,
returned with another visually
stunning film. Combined with
a Hans Zimmer-trapified score
from Ludwig Goransson and
editing and stunts straight
out of a James Bond film, it’s
difficult to argue that Tenet
isn’t worthy of praise.
Unfortunately, the film’s
writing is where it suffered.
The characters are essentially
one-dimensional, but it’s
barely noticeable with all the
acting powerhouse-ness going
on.
Explanations throughout
the movie were clear upon
first listen but muddled as the
film progressed.
Tenet, all-in-all, felt more
focused on the artful aspects
of the film, with less attention
paid to character moments or
clear plot explanations.

Thus, my ultimate rating
of the film is a 6-out-of-10.
Broken up, there are great
sequences with cool stunts,
shots and score, but put
together everything just sort
of ties itself together in a
confusing ball of plot-twine.
But don’t worry, the film
tells you what you’re getting
into early on with a line of
dialogue saying: “Don’t try to
understand it, feel it.”
Those members of the
audience who would like the
opportunity to dissect the film
can catch it in theaters, with
the closest theater to campus
being AMC Sundial 12. All
AMC theaters require masks
unless guests have purchased
concessions.

COURTESY OF TENETFILM.COM

Christopher Nolan’s
Tenet stars John
David Washington as an
agent on a mission to
prevent the destruction
of humanity.
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Plans for
the Poynter
College
Media Project
By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

U

niversity financial
policy tends to
be dense and
convoluted – so we are here
to help.
Green & Gold will be
a series of stories by The
Crow’s Nest covering USF’s
finances in terms of financial
aid, student health and
wellness, the USF foundation.
These stories will be
spread over four months,
with each topic allocated to
a specific month. Coverage
of finances and the financial
aid department will extend
through October.
November will mark
the start of our coverage of
student wellness. The plan for
this coverage is to evaluate
university funding given to
student wellness departments.
These departments range from
mental health to physical

health.
December will be a break
period in our Green & Gold
coverage, allowing for student
focus on final exams.
In January and February,
The Crow’s Nest plans to
return to its coverage by
evaluating the endowments
and allocations of the USF
Foundation. The USF
Foundation “connects the
university with donors who
want to make a difference
by providing private,
philanthropic support to
promote student success,
academic initiatives, research
and other strategic priorities
of the University of South
Florida,” according to its
website.
Starting next week, readers
can expect stories covering
breakdowns of financial terms
and other aspects of funding
that students may not be
familiar with.

W h at to do t his we e k : Se pt . 7 -1 3
By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu
MONDAY
Walk through the
historic sponge docks
of Tarpon Springs and
browse the work of
artists and crafters.
Tarpon Springs
Sponge Docks Arts
& Crafts Show at 18
Dodecanese Blvd.,
is free and runs from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For
more information,
visit www.
visitstpeteclearwater.
com.
TUESDAY
Engage with the St.
Petersburg community
this Tuesday. Share

your ideas with a
panel of employers
from the nonprofit
sector at the Civic
Engagement Panel.
Join in from 12
to 1:30 p.m. via
Microsoft Teams. The
Teams link will be
available on PeteSync.
WEDNESDAY
Looking for
an internship
opportunity?
Employer Spotlight
is a chance to connect
with local employers
and learn about their
internship programs.
The networking

sessions will be held
via Microsoft Teams
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sign up at www.usfsp.
campuslabs.com/
engage/event/6201095
THURSDAY
Times are strange.
If you want to talk
about it, you’re
invited to attend
Support Group:
COVID-19 hosted on
Microsoft Teams by
P.R.I.D.E. Alliance
GRP from 5:30 to
7:15 p.m. Accessible
from BullSync.

FRIDAY
Love the iconic
murals of St.
Petersburg?
COMPASS Adventure
is holding a Virtual
Mural Tour from 3 to
4 p.m. via Microsoft
Teams. The Teams
link will be accessible
on PeteSync.

yogis are welcome
as sessions are
tailored to all levels.

SUNDAY
Feeling creative?
Join Painting with
a Twist in painting
“Sunset at the Gulf
Pier” at 2527 Central
Ave. from 2 to 4 p.m.
A 16 x 20 inch canvas
SATURDAY
is $35. Reserve
Revitalize and
your spot at www.
relax during Tampa
paintingwithatwist.
Museum of Art’s
com/studio/
Yoga In The Museum stpetersburg/
at 120 W Gasparilla
event/2512244 and
Plaza from 10:30 to
don’t forget your
11:30 a.m. Beginner
mask!
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Student Spotlight:
God. Feminism. Debate.
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

S

COURTESY OF TIJEN JONES

Jones sporting a burgundy suit for the
International Business Ethics Case Competition.

COURTESY OF TIJEN JONES

Jones touting her award from her final high school
speech tournament.

COURTESY OF TIJEN JONES

Jones on a family trip in Hawaii.

ince her parents
divorced 12 years
ago, Tijen Jones has
been wedged between Kansas,
where her father lives, and
Florida, where her mother
lives.
Jones and her mother
both have seasonal affective
disorder, a form of depression
triggered by vitamin D
deficiency. Jones explained
areas which bear less sunlight
negatively affect her mental
health.
Kansas’ dim environment
compelled Jones to attend
college in Florida.
“Overall, it was a better
opportunity for me to move
down here,” Jones said. “It
was cheaper, I was able to get
more light and just be happier
in general.”
But the ideal weather
was not the only factor that
attracted Jones to USF St.
Petersburg.
Since middle school, Jones
has held a passion for speech
and debate. She participated
in competitive speech
throughout high school and
was on her high school debate
team for her freshman, junior
and senior year.
“Along with the help of
my previous debate coaches,
we found an ethics debate
team (at USF St. Petersburg),
which really confused all of
us,” Jones said. “We didn’t
know what it was, but I said
‘that is good enough’ and so I
chose this university.”
As a sophomore
interdisciplinary social
science major and president
of the Ethics and Debate
Club, Jones plans to use her
education and debate skills for
her multifaceted career path.
Jones’ boyfriend, Marcus
Rubenstein, believes her years

of speech and debate will aid
in achieving her career goals.
“Her public speaking
skills will take her very far
in life,” Rubenstein said in
an email to The Crow’s Nest.
“(The Ethics and Debate
Club) teaches people to be
able to listen to others, make
a coherent judgement on what
was said and respond with
the best answer possible. She
has those skills tenfold and
will be able to use them in her
careers as an advantage over
others.”
First, Jones plans to attend
law school and practice
immigration law.
“I want to study
immigration law because
that’s something I’ve been
really invested in, partially
due to debate,” Jones
said. “I feel like there is a
humanitarian crisis, which
can be helped through more
immigration lawyers with a
heart to help, rather than kick
people out.”
Following an exhaustive
legal career, Jones plans
on earning a Ph.D. for a
professorship and ultimately,
a career in Christian
apologetics – a defender of
the Christian religion .
“Apologetics is the defense
of faith,” Jones said. “You are
utilizing the same skills you
use as a lawyer in order to
defend faith.”
But Jones does not plan to
toe the line of the Christian
status-quo. Her father,
who played a major role in
shaping her beliefs, taught her
otherwise.
“I didn’t want to just take
my dad’s word for why I
believed in the Bible,” Jones
said. “He even told me not to
do that.”
Jones plans on bucking
the orthodoxy she believes is
detrimental to Christianity.

“I hear so many say
‘the reason why I am not
a Christian is because of
Christians’ and I understand
that,” she said. “(Many
Christians) seem to be closeminded. The Bible says ‘do
not judge,’ yet it seems like
that’s what every popular
Christian does.”
Jones indicated her disdain
for Christianity’s effect on
politics.
“I like to separate my
religious beliefs and political
beliefs because I feel like
there are two spheres: the
individual and the public,”
Jones said. “(As) an
individual, I will guide my
life through how I see the
religion. My religious beliefs
should not infringe upon
others’ beliefs.”
Jones also expressed great
displeasure with the gender
disparities in contemporary
Christian leadership roles,
prompting her desire to
intertwine feminism and
Christianity.
“The idea of a male
patriarchy is incorrect with
what the Bible is trying to
communicate,” Jones said.
“I want there to be at least
one woman in the field to tell
other women that it is not
male dominated.”
After she concludes
her dynamic career, Jones
hopes to make great
legal and sociological
accomplishments.
Through law, Jones hopes
to help those who are most
vulnerable to mistreatment.
“I (hope to) help everyday
people that wouldn’t have
been able to help themselves,”
Jones said.
Through apologetics, Jones
has a simple, yet challenging
goal.
“I want to help open
peoples’ minds.”

